Measuring the Conservatism of the Roberts Court - Graphic - NYTimes.com

HOME PAGE | TODAY'S PAPER ’ VIDEO ‘ MOST POPULAR | TIMES TOPICS |

7/25/10 8:54 AM

Get Home Delivery ' Welcome, ditka85 ' Log Out | Help

Ehe New York Times

U.S.

Search All NYTimes.com ING & DIRECT

POLITICS EDUCATION BAY AREA CHICAGO

Published: July 24, 2010

WORLD U.S. N.Y./REGION BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE HEALTH  SPORTS

Measuring the Conservatism of the Roberts Court
Under Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr., the Supreme Court has moved to the right. Below, some ways to measure the shift.
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The Roberts Court has issued
conservative decisions at a
slightly higher rate than the
Rehnquist or the Burger Courts. It
has overturned precedent or
struck down laws — two
measures of activism — less
often than previous courts, but
those decisions have been
predominantly conservative.
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The figure rose to 71
percent in the first year
of the Roberts court.
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In its final two terms, the
Rehnquist court issued
conservative rulings in
fewer than 50 percent of
divided decisions. 30%
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The Justice at the Court’s Center

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2010/07/25/us/20100725-roberts-graphic.html?ref=us

Page 1 of 2


http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/39e2/4/110/%2a/u;226379267;0-0;0;50218144;21-88/31;37692415/37710267/1;;~okv=;pc=nyt141145_237411;;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/interactive/yr/mo/day&pos=Middle1C&camp=ING_Direct_Q3_2010_01_1428598-nyt1&ad=88x31_sitesearch_NEW_B3948326.5&sn2=f2025881/fc5c1736&snr=doubleclick&snx=1280071244&sn1=d4444981/40eec7dc&goto=http://save.ingdirect.com/promo/promo_set.asp?p=%99qnz%C8ot&Redirect=19
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/interactive/yr/mo/day&pos=Bar1&sn2=3f599bc9/c0c12111&sn1=d5e9462f/59f4a72&camp=nyt2010-circ-bar1_non-hp-34U7K&ad=061809-bar1_non-hp_34U7K&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fsplitter%5Fcp%2Findex%2Ephp%3FSPTR%5FID%3DhdNYT%26MediaCode%3DW47AF%26CMP%3D34U7K
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/
http://www.nytimes.com/logout
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/politics/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/education/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/bayarea/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/Chicago/index.html

Measuring the Conservatism of the Roberts Court - Graphic - NYTimes.com 7/25/10 8:54 AM

The lines at right rate the

ideology of each justice’s Estimated ideology
decisions over time, based on a t More conservative Thomas
comparison of all of the justices’ + More liberal
voting records. The dark line
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voter in 5-to-4 decisions. B X R
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— became more liberal than
Justice Kennedy is now. The
space between them is
relatively modest, but the shift
most likely changed the
outcome in some cases. For
example, Justice O'Connor has
spoken unfavorably about the
Citizens United decision, which
held that the government
cannot limit corporate political
spending.
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Under Roberts, Supreme Court Has Edged to the Right

Justice John Paul Stevens
Gonorally votos with the court’s iberal ha

Agreed with you in 3 of 6 cases.

Justice Anthony M. Kennedy
The cowT's swing voter.

Interactive Feature

How Your Views Compare With
ithe Court: Six Questions

|Answer six questions to see how your
views align with those of the Roberts
court and all Americans.
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